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UNITED STATES - DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU of investigation 


WASHINGTON ?.S, XX C. 

March 13, 1964 
BY COURIER SERVICE 


Honorable J. Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
The President's Commission 
200 Maryland Avenue, Northeast 
Washington, D. C. 

Deal’ Mr, Rankin: 
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Reference is made 
concerning Clarence Daniel 
A 1 afo am a , O f f i 
declined to identify, gave 
juror on behalf of James 
Union, and were present 
ga.ve "contracts" to Lee 
and the Attorney General 
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er of March 6, 1SS4, 
yko advised our Birmingham, 
and an associate, whom he 
,000 to a Nashville, Tennessee, 
e Koffa, President of. the Teamsters 
in Washington, D. C., in 1SS3 when Hoffa 
narvey Oswald to kill President Kennedy 


On March 6, 19S4 


before that body at 9:00 A.K, 
called for the production at 
Smelley had exhibited to our 
conversations with James Rich 


v Smalley was served by Special Agents 
of our Birmingham Office with a subpoena duces tecum issued by 
a Federal grand jury at riasnvxlie, wnreh called for his appearance 

9, 1964. The subpoena also 
le of tape recordings which . 
and which he said contained 
:a and others. 


March 

. .. i. 

I O 

>nt< 
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Smelley failed to appear before the Federal grand iury 
and an order for the arrest of Smelley for criminal c on t enrol" 
was filed by Federal District Judge William E. Miller, Nashville, 
on the afternoon of March 9, 1964. The order also directed the 
seizure or the objects which Smelley was ordered to eroduce. 


On March 10, 1SS4, Special Agents of our Birmingham 
ced Smelley under arrest and seized the mentioned 
Smelley was permitted to play a sampling of the tapes, 
which proved to be recordings of radio programs. 


Office pi 
tapes. 



Honorable J „ Lee Rankin 


On March 11, 1964, Smelley' furnished a- signed ' statement' • 
in which he admitted he ■ did not have any information or evidence 
With respect to jury tampering by Hof fa or any knowledge, of the 
above-mentioned "contracts" between Hof fa and Oswald. ~Sraelley 
also admitted that he did not have tape recordings of conversations 
involving Hof fa which related to these matters. Smelley said he 
had furnished false information on these points because of his 
opposition to Hoffa and his concern that Koffa would not be 
convicted in the Chattanooga, Tennessee, jury tampering trial. 

At a hearing in the chambers of Federal Judge William S. 
Miller, Nashville, on March 11, 1964, James L. Roberts, a former 
Assistant U. S» Attorney in Nashville, was appointed to represent 
Smelley. The court ordered that the .tapes which had been seized 
from Smelley be turned over to the Clejpk of the Court under seal 
and that Roberts listen to the tapes and thereafter report to 
the court. The court also ordered that no representative of the 
Government should listen to the tapes or make recordings thereof 
at this time. 


Judge. Miller ordered that Smelley be admitted to the 
Veterans Administration Hospital, Birmingham, Alabama, for a 
period of observation in order that a determination can be made 
as to his mental condition. 

Any further developments of interest to your Commission 
will be brought to your attention. 

Sincerely yours. 
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